Minutes of the SAIP Nuclear, Particle and Radiation Physics Specialist Group Meeting: UWC; Wednesday 2006-07-05

1.  General 

(i) Welcome by Zeblon Vilakazi & register (to be attached).

      (ii) There were 32 submitted (and accepted) abstracts for oral and 10 for                           poster presentations, respectively. This was after a handful of abstracts were rejected for not meeting the expected requirements of an oral presentation.

As usual, the following prizes were awarded (courtesy BioTeknik) to the following students:

· Best Ph. D. presentation : Mr N Titus (University of Stellenbosch)

· Best M. Sc presentation : Mr JJ van Zyl (University of Stellenbosch)

· Best Poster presentation : Mr. G. Kiran Kumar (University of Baroda)

(iii) Matters arising: 

(a) There was no 2006 Summer School due to logistical problems. It was to have been held in Mozambique, but for various reasons, it did not happen. Since it is already too late to arrange sponsorship for 2007, the next one will be in 2008 with Elias Sideras-Haddad as chair, as proposed by Krish Bharuth-Ram.

(b) The specialist group’s Wiki webpage is up and running courtesy of Mark Dalton. It is linked to the main SAIP webpage. It can be edited by anyone, provided that they obtain the password from Mark. All contributions will require the author’s name and e-mail address – anonymity will result in summary deletion. 

2.  (i)  Fast Neutron Workshop 2006 (hosted by UCT) – Ricky Smit reported that there were ~80 presentations which will be published electronically in Proceedings of Science (connection via High Energy Physics enables free access). The MCPNX course was run before the workshop, but there was virtually zero overlap of attendance between the two. There was also an unfolding course held after the workshop, run by the collaborators from PTB, Germany.

(ii) Winter School 2006 (hosted by iThemba LABS) – Kobus Lawrie reported that there were ~70 attendees, including 5 overseas speakers and a large number of local students. The talks will be posted at the SAIP website.  Roger Fearick commented that he was disappointed that there was little discussion about future research possibilities at iThemba LABS. 

Kobus Lawrie pointed out that there had been a meeting at iThemba LABS that involved a NACI Task Team to look into major equipment initiatives in South Africa. One such initiative was the proposal for a radio-active ion beam facility at iThemba LABS headed by Rob Bark. There was also a report to the DST authored by Anton Botha.

(iii) iThemba LABS Director’s report Krish Bharuth-Ram introduced his report and outlined recommendations from the NRF Review Panel of iThemba LABS to establish a theory group (for details see www.nrf.ac.za/publications/reviews/iThembaLABSReview1104.pdf ) 

As a first step, Sandy Perez (Professor emeritus from UCT) has been hired part-time. Also, Anthony Cowley is on contract with the aim of increasing research outputs. Plans are underway to facilitate honorary associateships for regularly visiting scientists and for setting up joint appointments with universities, in the first instance with UWC and Unizulu, perhaps also UKZN.

The iThemba LABS Programme Advisory Committee (PAC) is now the autonomous Programme Committee. A Director’s Council has been set up, chaired by Prof. T Mdaka. The NRF Board has approved the go ahead for the Major Radiation Medical Centre (MRMC), which would make use of a dedicated 230MeV cyclotron and hence give more beam-time for physics. A presentation made to the Minister and DG, DST, on the MRMC was favorably received. An application has been made, via the NRF, to the DST for  R7M which is urgently needed for purchase of a new CT scanner which will enable the resumption of proton therapy. 

The first in series of technology meetings with the IAEA will take place from 2006-11-07 to 2006-11-10. 

Cooperative Agreements have been signed with the Abdus Salam International  Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) and the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) to support research visits at iThemba LABS of up to 20 visiting scientists from Africa for up to 3 months a year. Students can make direct applications – see www.ictp.it/pages/collab/twas.html. 

The refurbishment of iThemba LABS-Gauteng (iTL-G) is progressing as planned, though with considerable time and effort. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) has been signed with the University of Pretoria to facilitate the integration of its accelerator operations with those of iTL-G. Also, an MOA between iTL-G and NECSA is awaiting the latter’s response.  A Programme Management Committee has been tasked with designing a long-term research plan. A Research Planning Workshop took place at iThemba LABS-Gauteng on June26/27th 2006. Position of a Senior Scientist has been advertised, aimed at bringing bring closer interaction with the nuclear industry.

Five- and ten-year research plans are being drawn up for submission to the NRF to in order to facilitate planning in advance for new capital expenditure requirements.

3. Report back from Council – Terms of Reference for Specialist Groups. Zeblon Vilakazi, in his final announcement as chair of the NPR-SG, requested that everyone read the draft template of the ToR for SGs on the webpage. Following Zeblon’s resignation, Greg Hillhouse was duly elected unopposed as the new chair of the NPR-SG. 

4. New SPG committee:

Chairman: G Hillhouse [University of Stellenbosch]

Secretary: S Mullins [iThemba LABS]

Future Projects: R Bark [iThemba LABS], J Carter [University of the Witwatersrand]

             Industrial Liaison : E Sideras-Haddad [University of the Witwatersrand]

             Outreach : GJ Arendse [University of Stellenbosch]

             International Liaison: Z Buthelezi [Ithemba LABS]

Student representative:  S Jones [University of Cape Town]

Webmaster: M. Dalton [University of the Witwatersrand]

